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Frequently Asked Questlons About Piping Plovers

(This amole Was submmed
by goreyWsnéskz, Harbor-~

'master asszstqnt )
W'hy'arg, ,the
- t L &

Ptpln’g ploversl are a threat-
ened species.on the Atlanti¢

Coast partlally because their | -
populatién. numbers are so low. -
A threatened:species is one that
is hkely to become: endangered
within the foreseeable future
and an endangered species is
one\tllat is” hkely to becomc

~ture! Endhngered and: threatos|*
ened species are protected un-
der federal- and state laws; it’
is’a crimirial Vtolanon ‘o ha--
rass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, ,
wound kxll trap, capture or

: wheel dnve vehicles are penmt-

‘and what are the. p]overs‘ bea\

collect a threatened or enda.n- ‘
gered specres Duxbury Beach-

ted on the soft-sand from beach

- With this pnvxlege comes  the:
obligation to strictly protect the
plovers and their chicks. : .
Who protects; the plovers

mg protgg;ed from" ,;

Many groups of people area
involved in protecting the plp-
mg plovers on Duxbury Beach
mcludmg the: Massichises |
“Fish? and.Wildh{eDe artni’ent,‘
thé Massachusetts Audubon
_Society, and the Duxbury’
"Harbormaster’s Coastal Naw--
ral Resources Department. Ev-
. ery spring; the. Harbormaster s
Department hrres one or.two

PR i
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Endangered Specnos Ofﬁcers '
-(ESOs) who supervise thé daily..
activities assocrated with pro-
tectmg these b1rds There are
“also’ several younger employees
called bird monitors’ whose
jobritis to “baby—sxt"the adult’
plovers and their chicks. These
bird: monitors -are’ requu‘ed to
kecp potential disturbances
-.awayfrom;the area: around the.
icks: whﬁgggﬂecgn&nnpor—
atd-ons. .e ndangéred -
species. These disturbances
might include vehicles, pedes-
trians, dogs, or predators like
foxes, crows, or skunks. Distur-
bances of this kind can be very
dangerous to the survival of
plover «chicks.” Adult plovers -
that are constantly agitated by
these typesof thmgs may aban-
don the nest before the eggs
havé hatched, leaving the un--
born chicks to d1e of exposure
Young chicks that are fre-
quently disturbéd may experi-

. ence symptoms of stress and.

not feed propely, leading to an
early death. The ESOs and the
{ bird monitors are present on a

| daily basis to. ensure that these

* disturbarices : are : kept to a mini-
mum. :



' Why are some parts of the
front beach roped off?

One roped off area runs vir-

tually. she entire length of the

5 beach parallel.tg the dunes. The

 drea: ‘between:the rope and: the;’i '
dunes is: where adult{ ploversr ‘

' most prefer to:build their nests,
and lay: their. eggs “The: aréa is
closed. off to: prevent: pede,stn-x
-ans-or: *vehlcleq foom :inadvert-;

ently dxsturbm_g{adults orcrush-;
"ing:nests. :B¥achcombing,-
s‘tromn‘g,fandwallqng.pets can

‘afidivehicles are' required to
dnveemym théstiblistied tire
“trdcks. Anbthef'way that parts
of Duxbuiry Betich is frequently '
closed to v1sxtors is wrth rope

i

1t ér;her:dnv& nor;
park ‘within the. roped-off;; .,secv
ton. LA

Why does the speed lun‘lé

el
on*ﬁ dﬁﬂy%asik
are:on- the.front- beach“a,nﬁ am

l

adult discovers that there is

.inpre or better things to eat on
.the Duxbury Bay side of the
,beach that adult wnll altempt to
.lead the young through ‘the
‘dunes and across the back road
to the bay side. Of course, the
.chicks must. walk across. the

road because they. wﬂl not be-

“win to-fly until about a-month .

after hatching. Thus, the traffic
on the back road is slowed

down in those areas'most likely-

to.be used by crossing plover
families. -

* Where do the plovers goin
the winter? Do they go to Bra-
zil and get eaten by people?

. Despite the rumors that cir-
culate about town, I have never

-found a reliable source that

proves that piping plovers are
delicacy cuisine in South
America. The birds that nest on
Duxbury Beach and many other
spots in the New England area
fly to the southeastern states
for the winter. Many plovers go
to the Carohnas, Georgia,
Morida, and some even visit the
Gulf Coast of Texas. The fur-
thest. south that plovers from
this area migrate is probably
somewhere in Central America,

but there is no evidence that I

have ever come across that they
are eaten by people on a regu-
larbasisi . e

- Whatcan' visitors ‘to
DuxburﬂBeach do to protect
the plovers"

" One of the. most _important
.,ways that beachgoers can help:
protecl‘ thegplovers is by obey- -
; heAsngl}s posted aronnd;the :
bedchs Ventunng intq areas that

are marked asclosed is hazard-
ous to the plovers. A plovernest
\isvirtually impossible to see if
you don’t know what- you're
lookmg for becausc the eggs
‘blend perfectly w1t11 the sand.
Keeping your pets leashed at
all times is also important be-
cause an excited, untestrained

dog is capable of chasmg aplo-
ver adult or <hick or destroy-
mg a nest. Adhermg to the
fspecd lumls .on the back road
“is"another’ way “beach “visitors
‘oan, belp -thé birds: The: slower
"y ‘g6-in a Vehicle, the“more
likely ygu* rare-(o sec; the bird
and the bifd to see you. Even
though Duxbury Beach.is a fa-
vorite place for: afannly pxcmc,"‘
leaving exposed or buried food
remnants behind when you
“leave ‘éari ‘dé*thi plovers more
harm that. good The. plovers
p.obably won’t eat any human
food because they:mitichsprefer
insects and, the smell of any
 type of human, food can draw
predators into the area, espe-
- cially the keen-nosed fox. If a
fox ventures onto a beach in
search of discardedi food, it
“might just hang arbund and try
its luck at a.ployer. Take all
leftover food, with you when
yo,udean the;beach for tg&gay




